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Tiffney Johnson, of Tomball, Texas has re-
cently joined the consular staff in Sydney as
the new Deputy Consular Chief. In this role,
she will be responsible for the daily opera-
tions of the consular section, training new
officers, and will oversee long term pro-
jects.

She was previously posted to Havana, Cuba
as the Immigrant Visa Chief and has also
served in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico and the
Visa Office in Washington, D.C. as a consu-
lar officer.

Prior to joining the Foreign Service, Tiffney
worked as a budget analyst in the State De-
partment at the Bureau of Human Re-
sources, and as an Accounting Manager in a
large fruit packing co-op in California. She
graduated from the University of Texas in

Introducing the Deputy Consular Chief

OCTOBER, 2009

1996 with a Bachelors of Science in Ac-
counting.

Welcome to Tiffney, and all the best for
the start of her posting to Sydney!

U.S. AMBASSADOR ELECT NOMINATED FOR AUSTRALIA!

The White House recently announced the nomi-
nation of a new Ambassador to Australia.

Mr. Jeffrey Bleich is Special Counsel to the Presi-
dent at the White House. From 1995 to 2009 he
was a litigation partner in the San Francisco
office of Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP, where he
was recognized as on
yers. He has taught international human rights
at UC Berkeley's School of Law, and written and
lectured extensively on the International Crimi-

U.S. Consulates in Australia are open to the public Monday to Friday (except U.S. and local public holidays) for American Citizens Services
and Visa Applications. Please book an appointment online if you would like to attend during this time. Alternatively, you can contact us by
email. Please see the information online regarding the consulate that serves your area.

nal Court. More recently, Mr. Bleich repre-
sented the American Bar Association before
the United States Supreme Court in several
matters including the Medellin case concern-
ing the Vienna Convention on Consular
Rights.

We Ibok fortvaed torhia drrivat) and wdsh theo p
previous Ambassador, Robert McCallum, Jr.
all the best in his future pursuits.
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O 2011 Diversity Visa Lottery Program Rec

. The congressionally mandated Diversity Immigrant Visa Program is administered on an annual basi
NAME VOID, VOI0 v ESIDENT CARD by the Department of State. The Department of State announces the opening of the registration
;@”ﬁw so period for the 2011 Diversity Visa (DV) lottery. Entries for the 2011 DV lottery must be submit-

¥ ted online atwww.dvlottery.state.gobetween Friday, October 2, 2009, and Monday, November
30, 2009. Paper entries will not be accepted. Applicants are strongly encouraged not to wait until

C1UEAON0ODRIRE RS L e ccea the last week of the registration period to enter. (Heavy demand may result in website delays!)
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§ with low rates of immigration to the United States. A compuigenerated, random lottery draw-
ing chooses selectees for DVs, which are distributed among six geographic regions.

We would strongly encourage people considering applying for the a DV to visit
www.dvlottery.state.govor further information.

- HINI Update --

he U.S. Government remains concerned about the possibilityeseaeinfluenza pandemic resulting from — \
changes in the H1N1 virus or emergence of an even newer influenza virus that may affect Americans abrodd. T
recognize that in aeverepandemic, a variety of factors may lead Americans abroad to stay abroad. Informatjon f
Americans on how to prepare f oOptidnhDusng g Rasdsmidoi |whtiyc h
urges Americans to maintain adequate provisions for a pandemic wave or waves that could last from two t Itwe
weeks.

Once theWorld Health Organizatio(WHO) confirms eseverepandemic, American citizens who are residing Otl

traveling overseas should consider returning to the United States while commercial travel options are still availa
Americans will be permitted to 1enter the United States, although the U.S. Department of Health and Humari Sel
vicesCenters for Disease Control and Preven(tdHS/CDC) may quarantine or isolate incoming travelers, depgnd-
ing on their health status and whether they are traveling from or through an area affected by pandemic ianUfnze

In the event of aeverepandemic, noremergency U.S. Government employees and all dependents in affecteq are
will be encouraged to return to the United States while commercial transportation is still available. Private A[Jner
citizens should make an informed decision: either remain abroad to wait out the pandemic, or return to the Unit
States while this option still exists. Any American who chooses not to return to the United States via commdrcia
means might have to remain abroad for the duration of the pandemic if transportation is disrupted or bordeik cl

Those who feel they would be at greater risk by remaining abroad during a pandemic (whether moderate ol sev
or who prefer returning to the United States to access American healthcare services, should opt to return td the
United States. Individuals at higher risk of suffering complications from influenza should consider returning jo th
United States at the onset of a pandemic or postponing travel during a pandemic. I

Due to legal restrictions and a lack of sufficient resources, the U.S. Department of State is not in a position §o pr
private American citizens traveling or living abroad with supplies, medications or medical treatment in the eyent
pandemic. Therefore, private American citizens should carefully weigh the risks of remaining in country versus t
risks of traveling, keeping in mind the potential benefits of returning to the United States. Returning to the Uhitec
States could provide Americans with greater access to antiviral medications, respirators, face masks and pdnde

vacci ne. However , traveling could al so increase|0|
stranded in a third country if flights are diverted or cancelled. f
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http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/tips/health/health_3096.html
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/phase/en/
http://www.cdc.gov/

The U.5. Passport Card

What is a Passport Card?

The Passport Card was developed as part of the Western Hemisphere
Travel Initiative, and is designed to address the needs of border resi-
dent communities for a less expensive and more portable alternative
to the traditional passport book. The U.S. Passport Card will facilitate
entry and expedite document processing at land and sea ports of entry
when arriving in the U.S. from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and Ber-
muda.

Please note that you cannot use a Passport Card for international air
travel; if you are arriving in the U.S. by air, you must present a valid

U.S. passport book to the port of entry officials. A U.S. passport card can be considered evidence of U.S. citizenship, as well as a
photographic identity card.

U.S. citizens may apply at Embassies and Consulates overseas and at Passport Centers in the United States. Passport Card appli-
cations carry the rights and the privileges of the U.S. passport book, and will be adjudicated to the same standards. U.S. Pass-
port Cards will have the same period of validity as a U.S. Passport book: 10 years for adults, and 5 years for children under age
16.

The Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI)
brief

The WHTI came into effect on June 1, 2009. The goal of WHTI is
to strengthen U.S. border security while facilitating entry for U.S.
citizens and legitimate foreign visitors by providing standardized
documentation that enables the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to quickly and reliably identify a traveler.

All U.S. citizens are required to present a WHTI-compliant docu-
ment, such as a passport book or passport card when entering
the United States.

Further information about the WHTI, including a list of accept-

able documents can be found
website at http://travel.state.gov/travel/cbpmc/
cbpmc_2223.html.
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HALLOWEEN

30 October, 2009

Halloween is coming up and this year To keep it fun, everyone needs to stay safe. Here are some l‘ps
wi || be on a @ Spotokake sdra your Kids havea happy and healthy Halloweenl

Have adult supervisionAccompany your ! [
t hink theyor e-oetieaond¢hairoowny h It
U.S. family and friends also partake inThere is safety in numbersl f t h eyore o-brd"' e
Halloween festivities including the -treat without an adult, tell your kids to stay in a group. |
very popul ar chi | Mapeuyyoyrplane Pesignpte aﬁérougefbefore your kids be-l
Trick-or-Treating. gin trick-or-treating, and make sure they stick to it. Makp
sure they do not take shamiits through any areas that ang
Wedre sure many ad uwesertedanddak. f on d I
memories of dressing up in Try tick -or-treat-friendly homes. Ensure your kids only
their special costumes and visiting the  visit houses with lights on. And, you might also suggesl
houses in the neighborhood receiving  the houses they visit have some sort of Halloween decb-

Though traditionally celebrated in the
USA, many Australians with their

goodies, playing the odd trick on an ration on the porch. Remember, not all Australia house
unsuspecting grownup and generally holds know about or celebrate Halloween. |
having a fabulously ghoulish time.  Stay outsideMa ke sure your ki ds poc

oneb6s house. They can gej
Remember, shorter =saferP| ease ensur e 1y
tumes arendét so | ong t ha‘
Quality-check treatsCheck your ki dsod  c
eat it. Throw out any candy that is not in its original |
wrapper or looks like it has been tampered with. I
Say "no" to strangers. Tell your kids to never accept a ridel
or go anywhere with a stranger. l
Have a great time!Finally, make sure your kids have tons |
of fun and get lots and lots of candy. I

- Travel Registration --

In light of the recent international disasters, the Department of State would like to remi
all U.S. citizen travelers to register their travels with us. This can assist a Consulate or
Embassy to better assist you and your family in the event of an emergency. Travel re
tration is a free service which can be foundtg://travel.state.govWe would also en-

courage travelers to inform family members of your anticipated travel prior to your de-

o e s e s e e e e e Ew =

parture.

In the case of an emergency, families should contact the U.S. Embassy or Consulate .
l disaster area for assistance.
\
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MELBOURNE

Melbourne has been busy, with recent outreach trips extending to
Darwin, Adelaide and Hobart to assist our American citizens there.
During these outreach trips, over 100 American citizens were saved
the requirement of traveling to Melbourne for these services.

During the Outreach, the Consular officer conducted a number of in-
terviews for the Fulbright international scholarships. We wish all ap-
plicants the best of luck with their endeavors for travel and study in
the United States.

Future outreach trips are planned, so make sure you register your
interest early with the Consulate so we can assist as many people as

possible. Please email MelbourneACS@state.gov with the name of
each applicant and a brief description of the services required. You
will be contacted once an outreach is being scheduled.

The U.S. Consulate General
in Melbourne

» On Sunday June 28, Consular Officer, Neal Vermillion, recently at-
2009, the American tended two Universities to meet the new in-
Womenods CIl ub o fake Bfé&mdridan Students.

hel d t heir an nNeallspokeithl8%students at Notre Dame,

4 Picnicd6 at Frémantle and a group of 70 students who are
Kardinya Community Center. The consulate was attending the next semester at Curtin Univer-
well represented as two of our Consular Staff at- sity, Perth. Neal ©prov
tended and provided brochures and general infor- and dondts of student |

mation to those in attendance. This was a fun day
for all and it is always a great opportunity for the
Consul General to meet his local American commu-
nity.

Notre Dame Fremantle  Curtin University

/S = I In In IE EE EE I D S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S .

I Remi nder é

I Asitis less than three months until the Christmas Holidays, this is a reminder for our US citizens to ensure their
I passports are up to date prior to making travel arr

ACT NOW!
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SYDNEY
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(Jueensland Outreach

Queensland
During the second week of July, two repre- For more information on upcoming outreach Outreach wil
sentatives from the U.S. Consulate General trips please email QueenslandACS@state.gov. consider
in Sydney visited Brisbane and Cairns. Dur- If there is sufficient interest, the Queensland )
ing this whirl wind tOareathwil donsitiehegtendin§to stterh i n e ©ending to
State’, they wer e a ileenslahdaentprssachas TbvensvifleaReck p 0 1 giher
and citizenship services to over 100 Ameri- hampton or Longreach to assist as many U.S.
can citizens at the MacArthur Museum in citizens as possible. Queensland
Brisbane. Several speeches were delivered OSy i SNE X ¢

to young Australian students who are con-
sidering studying and working in the United
States.

A good time was had by all, especially by the
two representatives from the Consulate as
they not only met with many friendly Ameri- _
cans, but also got a detailed tour and insight (Below) Consular Officer
) ! . Christopher Patch with a
into the life of General Douglas MacArthur. happy family in the latest

(Right) Happy parents sign
their applications

Queensland Outreach.

These outreaches aim to satisfy the neces-
sity for mandatory interviews at the Consu-
late Generals. Rather than having applicants
fly the distance to the Consulate, we go to
them, saving them both time and money.
These outreaches are arranged on a regular
basis through the year.

Passport running out of blank pages?

The U.S. Consulate General can assist by having additional visa pages
added to a U.S. passport. Please visit the information on our website at
http://sydney.usconsulate.gov/consular/acs/passports/visapages.html
for further information on this service.

J States
efi(a
of A"

Please note that visa pages will not be added to a damaged or expired
passport.

LYni!C



mailto:QueenslandACS@state.gov

Amer |

Payments acs/fees.htnfor the latest infor-

Incorrect payment may delay an ~ Mation on our fees.

application for a consualr service. Photocopies

The information regarding fees is  When an application for a pass-
updated regularly on our website, port, Report of Birth Abroad,
and should be checked before sub- Social Security Number or Fed-
mitting an application. These fees eral Benefits is lodged, documen-
change regularly for one of two tation is required to be retained
reasons: by the Consulate as supporting
1. A change in Department of evidence. If you do not have cop-
Stateds the f el§softhepegocumeptgwhich we
can retain, we can make photo-
copies for you; however, this ser-
vice incurs a charge of US$1.00
Changes are kept to a minimum to per page. Please bring your owlear
avoid any confusion; however whencopies where possible to assist us as
they are implemented the updates we assist you.

2. A change in the exchange rate
used by the Embassy.

C an

R
Register your travel |
|

online! I

are quickly applied to our web site.
All consular fees are established in
U.S. dollars. We accept payment in
U.S. dollars or Australian dollars.

Please visit our website attp://
sydney.usconsulate.gov/consular/

The U.S. Consular
Mission in Australia

Department of State

American Embassy

Moonah Place

Yarralumla, ACT 2600

(02) 6214-5600

Web http://canberra.usembassy.gov/

. 2
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Paying close attention to the cur-
rent fees and methods of payment
will ensure your applications are not
delayed unnecessarily

It will help us help you in casel
of an emergency!
Please visit

http://travel.state.gov

Consulate General of the United States Sydney
For residents of ACT, New South Wales and Queensland
Level 59, MLC Centre
19-29 Martin Place
Sydney, NSW 2000
Ph: (02) 9373200
http://sydney.usconsulate.gov/

Consulate General of the United States Melbourne
For residents of Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania and the
Northern Territory

553 St. Kilda Road

Melbourne, VIC 3004

Ph: (03) 9526900

http://melbourne.usconsulate.gov/

Consulate General of the United States Perth
For residents of Western Australia
4™ Floor
Mmc {G® DS2NHSQ&a ¢SNNIFOS
Perth, WA 6000
Ph: (08) 9202 1224
http://perth.usconsulate.gov/



http://canberra.usembassy.gov/
http://sydney.usconsulate.gov/
http://melbourne.usconsulate.gov/
http://perth.usconsulate.gov/perth/index.html
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Holiday Listing

UPCOMING U.S. & AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

OCTOBER 2009

Sun |Mon |Tue |Wed |Thu |Fri Sat
1 2 3
4 6 7 8 9 10
11 13 14 15 16 17
18 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Sun |Mon |Tue |We |Thu |Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 |21 |22 |23 |24 - 26
27 - 29 |30 |31
Bi'rt hday

FEBRUARY 2010

) Sun |Mon |Tue |Wed |Thu |Fri Sat
Hirthagy |, |3 |a |5 |6
7 |8 o |10 |11 |12 |13
14 - 16 |17 |18 |19 |20
21 |22 |23 |24 |25 |26 |27
28
Sun |Mon |Tue |Wed |Thu |Fri Sat
1 3
4 - 6 |7 |8 o 10
11 |12 |13 |12 |15 |16 |17
18 |19 |20 |21 |22 |23 |24
25 - 27 |28 |20 |30

NOVEMBER 2009

oy, 31

Sun |[Mon |Tue |Wed |Thu |Fri Sat
1 2 4 5 6 7
8 9 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 |23 |24 |25 [BEMN 27 |28
29 30
J
7 JANUARY 2010 A
Sun |Mon |Tue |Wed |Thu |Fri |Sat
2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 |16
17 19 20 21 22 |23
24 25 27 28 29 |30
J
Y MARCH 2010 D
Sun |[Mon |Tue |Wed |Thu |Fri Sat
2 3 4 5 6
7 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31
J
7 MAY 2010 A
Sun |Mon |Tue |Wed |Thu |Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
SNEN )




